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IMMEDIATELY
UM JUBILEERS TO GIVE FINAL PERFOR~ffiNCE
TUESDAY, JUNE 1, AT UNIVERSITY
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MISSOULA-The Jubileers, a singing group established at the University of Montana in Missoula 30
years ago, will perform for the final time at 8 p.m. Tuesday, June 1, in the UM Music Recital
Hall .

Tuesday's farewell concert will be open to the public without charge.
The 15-member "swing choir," directed by Dr. Joseph A. Mussulman, professor of music

at UM, will perform jazz arrangements of songs by such composers as Duke Ellington at
Tuesday's concert.

Several soft rock tunes, a medley from "West Side Story" by Leonard

Bernstein, original songs written by four current Jubileers and selections from "Porgy and
Bess" by George Gershwin also will be featured at the performance.
Featured guest soloists at the concert will be former members of the Jubileers-Esther England, assistant professor of music at UM and former professional singer;
Joanna Lester, professional singer who will join the cast of the state opera company in Trier,
Germany, this fall, and George D. Lewis, professor of music at UM and a charter member of the
Jubileers .
The Jubileers, originating as a radio chorus in 1946 under the direction of
Norman Gulbrandsen, performed regularly over KGVO radio for several years.

Subsequently the

group was directed by Lloyd Oakland until 1957, when Mussulman joined the UM faculty.
Since its founding, the collegiate group has toured Montana almost every year,
performing for high school assemblies and making special appearances before civic organizatious
and service clubs.
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In 1968, the Jubileers toured Canada from the west coast of Vancouver Island to the
vicinity of Hudson's Bay under the auspices of Overture Concerts Inc., a professional concert
agency.

Later that year, the troupe undertook an eight-week tour of U.S. Armed Forces Pacific

Command bases for the USO, visiting Korea, Japan, Okinawa, Guam and the Philippines.
A four-week USO tour to military bases in the Northeast Command, followed by a music
study tour to London, England, Vienna, Austria, and Florence, Italy, were included in Jubileer
performances in 1969.
Explaining the reasons for terminating the Jubileer tradition, Mussulman said, "With
groups like the Jubileers in virtually every high school nowadays, it's imperative that we
make available instruction in the preparation of so-called 'swing choirs' to all music
education majors.

In the future, therefore, we expect to be offering an instructional

course rather than sponsoring a performing group."
Mussulman will be on sabbatical leave from
the American conductor, Robert Shaw.
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